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is it not, Takamaro? We, by heritage, are not fitted for anything else-
Huh, you are different. You disproved our old saying: The melon-
vine produces no egg-plants.1 Think, the courtier-ancestors see one of
their descendants become a great financier and industrialist of inter-
national fame, but your son and I revert to them, ha, ha!"
"I think you and my son will get along better together than you
and I!"
They looked at each other and laughed again.
"Well, Brother, I—" Sumitomo wanted to say something important.
"Huh, Atsushi and Haruko seem very friendly, don't they?"
"How old is Haruko, Brother? She will be a lovely lady; she is
almost an exact replica of the late Shinko."
"Huh-Shinko was a charming girl Haruko is my favorite because
she resembles her mother so much, Shinko used to say that Haruko
was musically inclined, and wanted to give her piano lessons-but
Shinko has gone. Since her mother died, although Haruko is only
eleven years old, she helps her young brothers and sisters at home.
This time I brought her over from Tokyo/'
"Brother, these days the Cabinets change often, don't they?"
"Huh, Admiral Yamamoto lasted four months and Viscount Kiyoura
Keigo five months. I hope Premier Viscount Kato Komei holds out
longer than his immediate predecessors. He is supported by the
Seiyukai in addition to his own Kcnseikai Party. A Premier without
definite party following is like a fish out of water; he can't last long."
"Brother, have you considered the rebuilding of your Surugadai
home, which was destroyed by the earthquake-fire? Remember, I
spoke to you about it some time ago?" he asked at last.
"Huh, I don't think I need to cause you any more expense* My
part in politics is getting dimmer and dimmer, as you know. And I
have my Okitsu home and Gotemba cottage besides this one-though
they are all modest."
"Well, you can use my Tokyo home, too, but I thought you would
like to have your old living-quarters rebuilt. If you prefer, we can
construct a modern Western style building on the same site-
"The 1913 disaster was dreadful. I imagine you lost things that you
can't replace-"
"That's right, Takamaro, Among them were several personal gifts ,
of the late Emperor Meijl By the way, the great sympathy expressed /
by foreign countries, particularly by the United States, was amazing, ;,

